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%�-�8Karen �+��	��	8teacher ����81/22
I���	� &����H�8Choice time/art #
-�810:00
����	@������	������	���	��������	A������	1������.�	-���	���	�����	%	������	��6�	
Playing alone in house. Teacher comes over to Karen and asks her to come to the art table for art. 
When she doesn’t respond, the teacher tries to assist her by taking her arm to nudge her to stand.
����	 �������	A������	1��*�	����	��	�������	������.�	���	.�������6�	Karen pulls away 
and begins to protest by saying, “No! I not go to art,” as she pulls away from the teacher.

����	@������	 ����	���	��������	A������	1������.�	-���	���	�����	%	������	��6�The 
teacher walks away and says, “I will be back in a few minutes to see if you are ready.

����	
������	&���	���	��������	������	1������.�	��	���	�����	-����	��	�.����	��	
������	��������6�The teacher walks away and says, “I will be back in a few minutes to see if 
you are ready.

 ��	$����	 ��	C��-�	������	��������	Escape art.
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'�����	Rachel  
�������D ��������	House Center
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��.����

������
!2 Select materials !2 Pick materials that 

no one is using
72 Pretend in roles 72 Use materials 

appropriately
E2 Exchange 

materials with 
peers

E2 Don’t take from 
peer

E2 Takes materials 
from others

F2 Follow peers’ lead 
or accept role 
assignment

F2 Maintain 
engagement

F2 Ignores peers, 
interferes in play

G2 Clean-up G2 Put materials on 
shelf in correct 
area

 �������	 �������
'�����	Rachel �������D ��������	Snack

 �������	 �������
 �������	&���������� ��������	�8���������� 
��.����

������
!2	Sit in chair !2	Stay in seat
72	Take food from plate 

when passed
72	Take one item, wait for 
turn

72	Takes multiple items, 
puts hand in bowl, 
grabs while plate is 
passed

E2	Eat food on plate E2	Eat from own plate E2	Takes food from other 
children’s plates

F2	Drink juice from own 
cup

F2	Drink and put cup on 
table

G2	Ask for more food G2	Ask using please F2	Grabs food when she 
wants more

H2	Wipe face with napkin H2	Use napkin, not 
clothing

52	Throw plate/cup/napkin 
away when finished

52	Clear place, throw in 
trash
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“In behavior management, the motto is consistency, 
consistency, consistency” (Laura Riffel—

www.pbsga.org)
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• Comprehensive purposefulness – each instructional 
opportunity should address multiple goals, AND 
each goal should be targeted during a variety of 
instructional opportunities
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• Balance participation and independence – provide 
assistance when needed AND allow the child the 
opportunity to function independently 
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• Behavioral responsivity – be responsive to the 
child’s interests and motivations AND use those to 
target important skills
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• Distributed learning opportunities – work on 
teaching episodes throughout the day and during a 
variety of activities versus using massed learning 
trials 
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• Contextually relevant learning – embed teaching 
episodes in naturally occurring activities that 
provide an opportunity for the child to display the 
targeted skill
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• Program generalization – do NOT just expect the 
targeted skill to generalize BUT actively work on 
having the child use the skill with other people and 
in multiple settings
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• Use natural reinforcers – provide the child access 
to logical consequences when they display the 
targeted skill or behavior 
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“In behavior management, the motto is consistency, 
consistency, consistency” (Laura Riffel—

www.pbsga.org)
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 Motivation Assessment Scale II 
 Test Version – 2.0 
 
  
Name: 

 
 

 
Age: 

 
Rater: 

 
 

 
Today’s Date: 

 
Behavior 
Description: 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Setting Description: 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Frequency Description (circle only one): More than once per; 

 
 

 
Year     month      week      day    hour 

  
 

 
 
�P��:  Enter the name of the individual with the problem behavior. 
 
�P���:  Enter the name of the person filling out the scale or being 

interviewed. 
 
��	P
���Q����������: 
Enter a specific behavior (e.g., hits his head) rather than a more general description of 
the individual’s behavior (e.g., he gets upset). 
 
�������Q����������: 
Specify the situation where the behavior is a problem (e.g., at home after dinner, during 
lunch, during one-on-one teaching). 
 
 ���R�S�R�T��QRTQ��R��� 
 
Rate each of the items on the following pages by circling the number that corresponds 
to about how often the individual engages in the behavior indicated, in the setting which 
has been selected. 



 
 MOTIVATION ASSESSMENT SCALE - II 
 TEST EDITION – 2.0

�R��Q
Q

����T���Q
Q
1. Would the behavior occur continuously, over and over, if 

this person was left alone for long periods of time? (For 
example, several hours.) 

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 
 
2. Does the behavior occur following a request to perform a 

difficult task? 
 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 
 
3. Does this behavior occur when others are attending to him 

or her? 
 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 
 
4. Does the behavior occur in response to your talking to 

other persons in the room? 
 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 
 
5. Does the behavior ever occur to get a toy, food, or activity 

that this person has been told that he or she can't have? 
 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 

 
6. Would the behavior occur repeatedly, in the same way, for 

very long periods of time, if no one was around? (For 
example, rocking back and forth for over an hour) 

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 

 
7. Does the behavior occur when any request is made of this 

person? 

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 

 
8. Does the behavior occur when there are many people 

around? 

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 

 
9. Does the behavior occur whenever you stop paying 

attention to this person? 
 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 

 
10. Does the behavior occur when you take away a favorite 

toy, food, or activity? 

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 

 
11. Does it appear to you that this person enjoys performing 

the behavior? (It feels, tastes, looks, smells, and/or 
sounds pleasing) 

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 

 
12. Does the person seem to do the behavior to upset or 

annoy you when you are trying to get him or her to do 
what you ask? 

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 



 
13. Does the behavior stop occurring when he or she is left 

alone? 

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 

 
14. Does this person seem to do this behavior to upset or 

annoy you when you are not paying attention to him or 
her? (For example, if you are sitting in a separate room, 
interacting with another person) 

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 

 
15. Does the behavior stop occurring shortly after you give 

this person the toy, food, or activity he or she has 
requested? 

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 

 
16. When the behavior is occurring, does this person seem 

calm and unaware of anything else going on around him 
or her? 

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 

 
17. Does this person seem to do the behavior to get people to 

stop paying attention to him or her? 

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 

 
18. Does the behavior seem to occur when this person has 

been told that he or she can't do something he or she had 
wanted to do? 

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 

 
19. Does this person ignore others when engaging in this 

behavior? 

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 

 
20. Does the behavior stop occurring shortly after (one to five 

minutes) you stop working or making demands of this 
person? 

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 

 
21. Do others try and prevent this behavior by not attending to 

him or her? 

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 

 
22. Does this person seem to do the behavior to get you to 

spend some time with him or her? 

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 

 
23. Does this person always have access to a particular toy, 

food, item or activity in an effort to avoid this behavior? 

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 

 
24. Does it seem that this behavior occurs most often during 

“down time”, when there isn't much activity going on in the 
classroom/work setting? 

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 

 
25. Is this person not asked to do certain tasks because of this 

behavior? 

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 



 
26. Do others try and “prevent” this behavior by talking to or 

paying attention to him/her? 

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 

 
27. Does this behavior occur when he or she seems bored?   

Never 
0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 

 
28. Does the behavior allow the person to “get out of” doing 

what you ask of him/her? 

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 

 
29. Does this person spend much time alone, in an effort by 

others to stop this behavior? 

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 

 
30. Does this person always seem to have one-on-one 

attention from others in an effort to prevent this behavior? 

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 

 
31. Would this behavior occur if he or she was denied access 

to something he/she wanted? 

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 

 
32. Does engaging in this behavior seem to make him or her 

happy, content, or less frustrated? 

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 

 
33. Does the behavior seem to occur most often when others 

try to interact with him or her? 

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 

 
34. Does the presence of other people make this behavior 

less likely to occur? 

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 

 
35. Would giving him or her a favorite object, food or other 

item stop the behavior? 

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 

 
36. Are requests not made of this person for fear they will 

engage in the behavior? 

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 

 
37. Does this person seem to enjoy his or her time alone? 

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 

 
38. Does this behavior occur when everyone seems to be 

busy and not able to attend to him or her? 

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 

 
39. Do others try and “prevent” this behavior by giving him or 

her something to do, eat or play with? 

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 

 
40. Would the behavior occur continuously, over and over, if 

this person was in an unstructured setting (i.e., no 
demands, little attention) for long periods of time? (For 
example, several hours)  

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 



 
41. Does it seem that this behavior occurs most often during 

group activities? 

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 

 
42. Would the behavior occur repeatedly, in the same way, for 

very long periods of time?  (For example, rocking back 
and forth for over an hour) 

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 

 
43. Does the person seem to do the behavior to upset or 

annoy you when you are interacting with him or her? 

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 

 
44. Does this person seem to like having other people around 

him or her? 

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 

 
45. Does saying “no” to a request start to make him or her 

upset? 

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 

 
46. Does this behavior occur when he or she is expected to 

work independently? 

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 

 
47. Does it seem this behavior most often occurs during 

instructional periods? 

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 

 
48. Does the behavior stop occurring shortly after (one to five 

minutes) you leave him or her alone? 

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 

 
49. Does the behavior stop when you pay attention to this 

person? 

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 

 
50. Does the behavior occur when you indicate that it is time 

to move to a new activity? 

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 

 
51. Does this person seem “driven” to complete the behavior? 

 
Never 

0 

 
Almost 
Never 

1 

 
Seldom 

2 

 
Half the 

Time 
3 

 
Usually 

4 

 
Almost 
Always 

5 

 
Always 

6 
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Name: Observer: Date: 

General Context: Time: 

What Happens Before the Behavior Occurs? (describe what the child & adults do): 

What Actually Occurs? (make sure to clearly describe the behavior): 

What Happens After the Behavior Occurs? (describe what the child & adults do): 

What Purpose Does the Behavior Serve? (describe if the child wants to obtain or escape 
something)?  

Are There Any Known Setting Events?: 
  

 



 
 

Activity Description Behavior Expectations Problems 

Steps:   

     

      

      

     

     

     

     

Child:                                                            Routine/Activity:  



  

Setting  
Events 

Triggering 
Antecedents 

Desired 
Alternative 

Problem 
Behavior 

Acceptable 
Behavior 

Maintaining 
Consequence 

Maintaining 
Consequence 

Setting Event 
Manipulations 

Antecedent 
Manipulations 

Behavior 
Teaching 

Consequence 
Modifications 

INTERVENTION PATHWAY 

SUPPORT PLANNING 


